Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council
Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 20th February 2024
at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre.
MINUTES
Statement read by Cllr Nulty – notes to be attached to minutes.
PRESENT:    Councillor D Nowell (chair)

Councillors: E Bickerstaffe, J Ledger, L Nulty and N Rowley 

IN ATTENDANCE: Miss J Priestley (minute taker)
APOLOGIES:           Cllr P Desmond 
CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS 
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town Council meetings.  Medlar with Wesham Town Council current Code of Conduct Had been distributed with the agenda.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members. 
Standard declarations of interest by councillors 

Cllr Nowell - an interest in items relating to Allotments.

Cllr Bickerstaffe - an interest in items relating to School.

Cllr L Nulty – an interest in issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank 

Cllr J Ledger – an interest in planning (Fylde BC committee member)

24/012  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES - it was proposed that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held 16th January 2024 be accepted as a correct record.

 Proposed: Cllr E Bickerstaffe      Seconded: Cllr N Rowley  
All other attendees in favour 

24/013  MATTERS ARISING – there were no items not covered by agenda or action list
24/014 Resignations
a) Town Councillors - letters of resignation had been received from:
· Cllr H Richardson 
· Cllr H Fowler
Action: Letters of thanks to be drafted by Cllr Nowell and sent for distribution to Jean Priestley.

b) Chair of Community Centre Committee - a letter of resignation received from Cllr P Desmond 

Action: Letters of thanks to be drafted by Cllr Nowell and sent for distribution to Jean Priestley.
24/015  POLICING ISSUES
a) Crime Reports – Cllr Nowell reported that reports could be accessed via police.org.uk website > area > PR4 3DR (WCC postcode)
b) Policing Issues – No issues were raised. It was noted that Christ Church Wesham had been broken into again.
24/016  PLANNING
a) Planning Applications – 
a) 5 Belgrave Avenue – Cllr Nowell declared an interest due to friendship with the owners of the property.
It was proposed that Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council have no specific comment to make on this application and will respond to FBC with the caveat that petitions of neighbours should be considered when reviewing this application.

Proposed: Cllr N Rowley     Seconded: Cllr E Bickerstaffe    All other attendees in favour 

Action: Cllr Nowell to respond to Fylde BC.

ii) Mill Farm - 01/984 North Stand – it was proposed that the Council has no objection if conditions relating to car parking commitment issues are resolved. The Council supports Lancashire CC opinions regarding Car parking. 
Actions: 

· Cllr L Nulty agreed to attend the Fylde BC planning meeting. 
· Cllr D Nowell to draft item to put onto facebook 
· Cllrs Bickerstaffe & Nulty to draft response to Fylde BC
iii) Mill Farm 03/0616 HTI development. 
Cllr Nulty left the meeting due to her interest as a neighbour to the site of the application.

It was agreed that a meeting could be used to express Town Council’'s concerns. 
Action: Cllr Nowell to rearrange meeting

b)
District Planning Liaison Meeting – Cllr Nowell reported back from last meeting. The next meeting will be 21-02-2024 and Cllr Bickerstaffe agreed to attend.

c) Transmission license exemption for array systems connecting to offshore substations – the Council noted this item

d) Liaison with Lancashire CC regarding introducing Parking Restrictions (Yellow Lines) in Wesham to prevent inconsiderate/illegal parking, especially on match days – Cllr J Ledger agreed to contact Lancashire CC regarding the issues. It was suggested that rocks are placed on edge of selected grass verges to stop parking.
24/017  PLAYING FIELDS and OPEN SPACES
a} Flooding on Sanderling Way – it was noted that a letter received from Hayley Arris had been responded to.
b} Tree planting update – Cllr N Rowley to contact contractor for an update.
c} Derby Road dog walking area bench and drainage – Cllr N Rowley to contact contractor for an update
d} Community Centre Guttering – Pickervances to be asked to quote for work
e} Maintenance of fence adjacent to re-hab centre – Cllr Bickerstaffe will contact NHS Estates about the issue.
f} Consultation regarding replacement swimming baths – the Council agreed that no fee should be charged for using the Community Centre for the public consultation.

24/018  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
a) Progress Housing Grass Verge Maintenance – to note Cllr Nowell has responded to resident’s enquiry giving her a contact address for Progress Housing.
b) Letter regarding flooding sent to Mark Menzies MP – the Council noted a letter from Caroline Boulton -Phillips
Action: Cllr Nowell to draft letter for Ian Curtis (Fylde BC) to comment upon.
c) Lighting at the War Memorial - M Bickerstaffe will repair when weather improves.
d) Replacement Barrier and repairs to brickwork at Fleetwood Road Playing Field – this work remained outstanding

Actions Cllr D Nowell has reminded Arch Forge of the work.

             Cllr E Bickerstaffe to get quote for brick work, then email agreement.
24/019  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
a) Accounts payable and income report – it was proposed that the report be received and approved
Proposed: Cllr D Nowell     Seconded: Cllr E Bickerstaffe    All other attendees in favour 

b) Unity Trust Bank Transfer update – it was proposed that £150,000 be transferred into a savings account
Proposed: Cllr D Nowell     Seconded: Cllr E Bickerstaffe    All other attendees in favour 

c) Fylde Borough Council Budget Consultation – it was noted that a 2.9% increase has been approved.
d) Approval of Precept submission to FBC – it was agreed that the precept should be ££71, 563.00 including Community Centre support £4,000.
Proposed: Cllr D Nowell     Seconded: Cllr E Bickerstaffe    All other attendees in favour 

Action. Jean Priestley to notify Fylde BC
e) Accident and Incident Reporting – Nothing to report
24/020  EVENTS – Wesham Fun Day. Currently there are no plans.
Action: Cllr Nowell to contact person who has expressed interest in planning the event. The Council to review/approve plans.
24/021  HUMAN RESOURCES
a. Recruitment update
· Helen Fowler has withdrawn her application for the post of Town Clerk.
· Only one candidate has continued to express an interest in the Town Clerk post. 
· Council agreed to accept 1 late application.  
b. Ongoing Town Clerk duties – Town Clerk emails to be stopped going to HunterAM email address. Cllr Nowell has notified Ms Hunter
c. Work Experience request – it was agreed that Cllr Nowell & Jean Priestley should meet with the person requesting experience.
d. Community Centre Cleaner – Cllr L Nulty to liaise with Mrs M Rawcliffe regarding job description.
24/022  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
a) Chair of Community Centre Committee – it was agreed that 
Cllr E Bickerstaffe should be the chair.
b) Update on Heating – Jean Priestley to contact EC Plumbing for an update.
c) Broadband – BT have installed new Wi-Fi hub which is working
d) Functions/events – a list of forthcoming events was approved.
e) Documenting issues – to be discussed at a committee meeting.
24/023  OTHER 
a) Civic Dates 2024 – to be circulated.
b) 2024/25 Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
i) It was proposed that Cllr E Bickerstaffe be Mayor for 2024-25

Proposed: Cllr D Nowell   Seconded: Cllr L Nulty   All other attendees in favour 

ii) It was proposed that Cllr J Ledger be deputy Mayor for 2024-25
Proposed: Cllr E Bickerstaffe   Seconded: Cllr N Rowley All other attendees in favour 

Date of next Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council Meeting:    19th March 2024 
Jean Priestley

            

     Date: 27th February 2024 
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