MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL



Meeting held on Tuesday, 20th June 2023 
at 7.32pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre.
Minutes
PRESENT:  Councillor D Nowell (chair)

Councillors: L Nulty,  P Desmond &  L Bickerstaffe.
IN ATTENDANCE: Town Clerk – Angela Hunter
17 Residents from the Crossing Gates Estate

APOLOGIES:  Cllr L Walker 
Cllr D Nowell welcomed the Residents.
He advised that the opening formalities for the council meeting would commence after which the meeting would be suspended for approx. 20mins for the Residents to be able to speak re their concersn regarding the recent flooding following the storm on 12th June 2023.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members. 
Standard declarations of interest by councillors 

Cllr Nowell - an interest in items relating to Allotments.

Cllr Bickerstaffe  - an interest in items relating to School.

No further declarations of interest were made at this meeting.

Code of conduct 
Councillors were reminded of the Code of Conduct for meetings

23/055 APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
9th May 2023 2023: 
After a review of the final version minutes for 9th May 2023 meeting were approved.

Proposer: Cllr L Nulty       Seconder:  Cllr L Bickerstaffe        Vote: All attendees in favour
07:35pm  - Meeting Suspended   
Proposer: Cllr D Nowell       Seconder:  Cllr L Nulty      
Wesham Residents from Crossing Gates voiced their concerns re the recent flooding following the storm on 12th June 2023 and highlighted the impact of the flooding on themselves & their  properties.

07:55pm – Meeting Resumed

23/056 MATTERS ARISING – any item not covered by agenda or action list
Cllr P Desmond advised that he will be unavailable for the Co-option of new Councillor interviews on 11th July 2023.

23/057   POLICING ISSUES 
Following the incident reported on Fleetwood Road Playing Fields at the beginning of June 023 No further information has yet been received from the Police regarding any improvements in surveillance CCTV cameras, potential additional lights etc for Fleetwood Playing Fields.

Cllr L Nulty advised that she has put a report in regarding children playing in the bushes on the Mill Farm roundabout and was disappointed that no reply had been received as she considered it a safety mattter.

23/058 PLANNING – no applications received from FBC for this meeting
Derby Road – Pear Tree Care Home.

Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that there is a plot of land for sale which has not been used by Pear Care Home.  No indications as to what this will be used for. 

Cllr L Bickerstaffe & Cllr L Nulty both advised WTC that following a recent visit at he opening of Pear Tree Care Home that the land allocated for the new Doctors is still waiting for development to start. 

Cllr L Nulty advised that a new application form Mill farm relating to a drainage pond is being compiled.  No indication as to when this will be submitted for review.

23/059   PLAYING FIELDS and OPEN SPACES 

a) Open Spaces Contract - to discuss any issues raised by Councillors
WTC have concerns re the overgrown shrubs at the entrance to Wesham

Action: TC to put in LCC request for these shrubs to be cut back.

WTC have had complaints from residents re signage that is blocking the sightlines for traffic at the entrance to Wesham as vehicles are exiting Sanderling Way.

Action: TC to review & remove obsolete/unnecessary signage.

Summer Bedding

WTC acknowledge & thank Mr R Pickervance for his efforts with summer bedding in the tubs etc which are improved from earlier in the summer.
One of the tubs form Outside the Co-Op has gone missing and another one a the Lane ends had been set on fire but a helpful Resident had noticed & extinguished it.
Begonias & other bedding plants are now beginning to fill out in the beds.  They were quite small plug plants when planted out & some councillors expressed a little disappointment that there is not a greater variety in the beds.  As this is a new WTC/Grounds maintenance relationship in its first year review meetings will allow both WTC & contractor to include improvements for next summer.
It was acknowledged that the late March 2023 signing of the Grounds contract SLA has impacted on the planting this summer.

Cllr D Nowell suggested that an additional allowance of £500 could be agreed to improve the summer bedding in Wesham with Cllr L Nulty liaising with Mr R Pickervance for this additional expenditure.
   
 Proposer: Cllr D Nowell    Seconded by: Cllr P Desmond    


 All other attendee councillors in favour

b) Fleetwood Road Playing Fields
Fleetwood Road Drainage
KJFC looked at drainage on this field in particular with regard to the pitches when they first signed an SLA to use Fleetwood Road Playing Fields – this was approx. 3-4 years ago.

WTC will try to obtain a copy of this report

Action: TC to try to obtain a copy of drainage report from KJFC
WTC have received a complaint from a resident on Sanderling Way regarding flooding in their property which she alleges runs of Fleetwood Road Playing Fields.

The Playing Fields have been in existence for approx. 100yrs.

The Estate Developer should be implementing adequate drainage into the housing development as per the planning application.

Wesham council expressed concern that FBC planning inspectors do not seem to be checking whether the drainage requirements are sufficient as several of the new Estates within Wesham are reporting Flooding of properties.

It was noted that several of the properties are located lower than the road/pavement so that water naturally runs down towards the property.

Cllr L Bickerstaffe viewed the area a few days after the storm on 12th June 2023 and whilst there were areas of water stood on pavements she could not see any water stood on Fleetwood Road Playing Fields.
KJFC Pitch Maintenance
KFC have advised that pitch maintenance will be carried out between 21st June & 28th July by a specialist contractor – DANVIC.

Wesham council are disappointed with KJFC as no information ( H&S equipment training, Liability insurance etc) regarding this contractor has been shared.

This contractor information is required prior to WTC giving permission for this pitch maintenance by DANVIC.


 Proposer: Cllr P Desmond    Seconded by: Cllr L Nulty     


 All other attendees councillors in favour

Action: TC to contact KJFC to obtain assurance re H&S + Liability info from DANVIC.  
Cllr D Nowell advised that a recent discussion had discovered that future mole infestations could be resolved using a liquid that is injected into the mole holes via a specialist licenced by the BPCA.

c) Doorstep Green, Derby Road  
The quotation for Wet Pore under the play equipment has not yet been obtained due to diary commitments by the Wet Pore contractor & Wesham TC.

Cllr D Nowell advised that after a chat with Mr R Pickervance don’t need to re-position goal posts but that grass maintenance can be done. 
Cllr D Nowell advised that 3 trees have suffered damage & are now dead on Doorstep Green.
TC has already had a conversation with Mr R Pickervance and the time to replace these is September.  WTC/RP will agree a budget for these replacements.

Proposer: Cllr D Nowell    Seconded by: Cllr P Desmond    

All other attendee councillors in favour

Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that the footpaths along Derby Road the overgrown nettles which are on the NHS property area have been cut down but that the trees have not yet had any maintenance.
Action: Cllr L Bickerstaffe to continue contact NHS Estates to request urgent maintenance on the trees & regular maintenance on the verges where the nettles grow.  
Cllr L Bickerstaffe reported that there had recently been a fire incident on the NHS land behind the For Sale sign for the surplus land up for sale by Pear Tree Care Home.

There are bushes there and someone has put a couple of mattresses there Den style but it had been set on fire.  A local responsible resident had put water on the fire & the Fire Brigade had been called. Cllr L Nulty advised that FBC will remove the mattresses. 

Action: Cllr L Bickerstaffe to contact NHS Estates to advise that this area is not secure & that Fly tipping is occurring. 

Action:  TC/Cllr L Bickerstaffe to contact FBC to remove mattresses
d) Windmill View

Once again a request has been received regarding shrubbery in no mans land at Windmill View, Wesham. WTC agreed to ask Mr R Pickervance to trim this shrubbery.
Proposer: Cllr D Nowell    Seconded by: Cllr P Desmond    

All other attendee councillors in favour

Action: TC to contact KJFC to contact RP 
e) Street Cleaning in Wesham
WTC council have once again been contacted with regard to a property on Garstang Rd Nth.   This is a known issue & the EH officers from FBC are dealing with this property occupiers & have given them a warning. Other agencies are also involved with this ongoing situation.   
Wesham Council are aware of the repeat requests by the Local resident and will continue to advise FBC but note this is being handled by these other agencies.
f) Allotments  
Drainage   -  Flooding from Allotments into Douglas Ave

Cllr L Nulty Town Clerk advised that she is investigating the RIPERIAN drain.

It has been mentioned that his existed but no-one is sure of the exact location – is it on Estates Development Land, No Mans Land or on the Allotment land.

Clr L nulty also advised that there may have been a natural silting up of this ditch but that WTC need plan to show if & where it is and what development was done at the time of the construction of the Crossing Gates Estate & allotments.

As part of the planning conditions the Developer needs to ensure drainage facilities.

Wesham council needs to find out this information from LCC/FBC & United Utilities 

Wesham Council has listened to the Residents recently affected by flooding from the Crossing Gates Estate.
Wesham Council also noted that there are several other areas within Wesham town that have been equally as badly affected by flooding – Sanderling Way, Belgrave Ave, Garstang Road South including Wesham Post office.

Wesham Council will press for urgent drain flushing by LCC and will write to MarK Menzies in support of Wesham Residents.
Action:  WTC to investigate the Plans for Crossing Gate for drainage information including any RIPERIAN drain.
Allotment Bonfires – TC has been contacted by EH person re a complaint regarding allotment bonfire.  TC advised that Bonfires are not banned under the Wesham allotment agreement.

Councillors asked if this clause was still correct under legislation.

Action:  TC to investigate the current legislation to ascertain if allotment agreement is still fit for purpose.
g) Wesham Bowling Club 
Annual fee has been paid & Wesham Bowling club have a number of initiatives ongoing to recruit additional members.  They have already had some success with about 4-5 new members  

h) Dog PSPO Extension  
i) Alcohol PSPO Extension  

Action:  TC to request an extension to the response date for both Dog PSPO & Alcohol PSPO due to priority work on Flooding issues.
23/060 HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS 

Also see Police section - refer to 23/057 & 23/059 section of these minutes.
a) Several resident have advised that additional signage at the entrance to Wesham when exiting Sanderling way are restricting views & a safety hazard.

Action: TC to raise the a ticket on the LCC highways system

b) Cllr L Bickerstaffe has previously shared the letter from LCC & Cllr S Jones re the speeding issued on Derby Road.  Summary is that as no-one has been hurt there will be no changes but Cllr L Bickerstaffe is welcome to investigate further re traffic calming measures.
She advised that there had been an accident between an Audi & Campervan on Club day weekend.

Cllr L Bickerstaffe will continue to monitor the traffic on this road.
23/061 GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE  
a. Accounts payable and income received report – 
· Finance reports up to May 2023 reviewed – no comments
Cllr D Nowell proposed that the WCC accounts will be reviewed at the WCC meeting scheduled for late July 2023..

· Annual Audit of Accounts
Annual Accounts reviewed – no issues/comments
b. Freckleton Marsh Chq –  

decision on how to use the cheque for £300 deferred to a later meeting
c. Accident and Incident Reporting – none
d.       WTC/WCC equipment – purchasing methods
Cllr D Nowell advised that he will now be sorting this IT equipment with TC & WCC Mgr via the Local IT suppler.
23/062 EVENTS   
a) Community Club Day Field Event 
Cllr L Walker advised via email that the Fund Day had gone well.

A summary of accounts for this event will be provided by Mr S Harrison.






23/063   HUMAN RESOURCES 
· HR sub Committee – update
No update re the HR sub-committee for this WTC meeting.
· WCC Manager role – 
LM has been informed by the Town Clerk of her appointment as WCC Manager.  WTC HR sub-committee are just finalising a contract of employment.

WTC noted that LM as made arrangements re her holiday cover

· Review of payrates – HR Sub-Committee recommendations ?
Town Clerk exited the room.

Cllr D Nowell advised that the revised pay rates had been approved by the WTC members present.

23/064 WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
a) Tills re- programme  - Cllr L Bickerstaffe advised that this is completed.
b) Ratification of heating system repairs 

No further updates on the heating system at this meeting.  Cllr L Bickerstaff advised that her contact Steve, had been delayed due to Club Day. She would contact him again to re-visit the WCC for an inspection & advices for the WTC.
Action: Cllr L Bickerstaffe to co-ordinate another visit to WCC by Steve
23/065 OTHER ITEMS  

a) Web site  - 
Cllr D Nowell advised that he would be reviewing the website over the summer with assistance from other councillors re content & updates & with Lisa, WCC manager.
b) Action List - reviewed

 There being no other business the meeting ended at 21:55hrs
DATE OF NEXT WTC Monthly MEETINGs:      








18th July 2023 







20th June 2023
Angela Hunter 


            

     Date: 10th July 2023 
WTC Additional Meetings
	Date
	meeting

	11th July 2023
	Co-option New councillor interviews

	18th July 2023 
	WTC Monthly Meeting

	20th July 2023
	WCC meeting

	TBA
	KJFC SLA  2nd meeting with Barry (signing SLA) ?

	TBA
	Allotment Meeting (Moreland Ave)

	TBA
	Residents Feedback – Flooding investigation
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