MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL



Meeting held on Thursday 16th January 2024  
at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre.
Minutes
CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS 

Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town Council meetings.

New councillors are advised that a copy of this will be forwarded to them by the Town Clerk

PRESENT:  Councillor Doug Nowell (chair)

Councillors: Linda Nulty, Liz Bickerstaffe, Helen Fowler,                                                                                                                                                Neil Rowley & Jordan Ledger
IN ATTENDANCE: Town Clerk – Angela Hunter 

                              Town Finance Officer – Jean Priestley
APOLOGIES:  Cllr Pete Desmond 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members. 
Standard declarations of interest by councillors 

Cllr Nowell - an interest in items relating to Allotments.

Cllr Bickerstaffe - an interest in items relating to School.
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in Mill Farm relating to being a Neighbour & an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank 
Cllr J Ledger – an interest in planning (FBC committee)

No further declarations of interest were made at this meeting.

Code of conduct 
Councillors were reminded of the Code of Conduct for meetings.
24/001 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 12th DECEMBER 2023 
Proposed: Cllr H Fowler     Seconded: Cllr N Rowley   
All other attendees in favour 
24/002 MATTERS ARISING 
There were no items arising not covered by agenda or action list
24/003 POLICING ISSUES   
 Cllr Nowell reported:
· A Police survey has highlighted that Church Road and Wesham Community Centre are targeted for anti-social behaviour.

· Kirkham Police Station is to be the base for Lancashire’s Rural Task Force
· Councillors raised no other items for discussion at this meeting
24/004 PLANNING -
a) Planning Applications – 
23/0616 – Mill Farm Employment Building, Wesham - Mill Farm 23/0616 Employment Building Application

· The Council have major concerns regarding this application but have not been asked to comment.

· The Council’s main area of concern is this is a departure from the original Mill Farm plan changing an area from countryside to employment. Fylde BC must do the legally required notices regarding this application being a departure from the Local Plan proposing that a countryside area be used for business/employment.
Cllr Bickerstaffe agreed to send an enquiry regarding this issue to the Fylde BC Planning department.

· The Council have major concerns relating to car parking, the height of the proposed building
· The Council have been notified by Andrew Stell, FBC Planning officer that this application has now been deferred until Feb 2024 Planning meeting.
24/001 – 15 Belgrave Ave, Wesham

[image: image1.png]Application No:

24/0001

Location: 15 BELGRAVE AVENUE MEDLAR WITH WESHAM PRESTON PR4 3N

Proposal SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION TO REAR TO REPLACE EXISTING CONSERVATORY,
FIRST FLOOR EXTENSION OVER GARAGE, AND PORCH TO FRONT

Case Officer: Kenneth Jim

Parish Medlar with Wesham

| am writing to inform you that the above application has been received by this Department. Your
observations on this application, are requested by 25 January 2024 and can be made by email to
planning@fylde.gov.uk quoting the application number in your comments. If you are not able to





Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council have no specific comment to make on this application and will respond to Fylde BC with the caveat that petitions of neighbours should be taken into account when reviewing this application.

Proposed: Cllr D Nowell     Seconded: Cllr N Rowley    All other attendees in favour 
24/005 PLAYING FIELDS and OPEN SPACES  
a) Allotments -the Town Clerk agreed to send out an email to Allotment Holders regarding rent collections for 2024 prior to 31st January 2024.
b) Troughs - no update

c) Trees – it was reported that some replacement trees had been planted.

d) Winter Bedding – has been done and should look good in the spring of 2024.
23/116 HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS 
a) Dog Waste – Cllrs Bickerstaffe & Ledger were asked to meet with Fylde BC Officers to express the Council’s and resident’s concerns.
b) Parking issues on Meadow Crescent – complainants to be refer to Progress Housing, who are responsible for the area.
c) Parking on Double Yellow lines in Wesham – it was agreed that this a problem within the Town. Cllr Ledger to arrange a meeting with Lancashire CC Officers
 24/007 GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE  
a. Accounts payable and income received report –Town Council Monthly summary for December 2023

Accepted with no comments 

 Accepted: Cllr D Nowell    Seconded: Cllr E Bickerstaffe      All other attendees in favour
b. Income & Expenditure Report – it was agreed that this type of report at least quarterly would be useful to Councillors.
c. Unity Trust Bank 

· The Medlar with Wesham Town Council account has been opened and can be accessed online.  
· Changes to signatories on the account – it was proposed that all Councillors to be given authorisation rights.
Proposed: Cllr D Nowell     Seconded: Cllr L Nulty     All other attendees in favour 
d. Accident and Incident Reporting 
· Lighting on Church Road – this is still not working despite Lancashire CC being aware. Cllr Bickerstaffe has email CCC Jones and will follow-up.
· Bollard Hole in pavement, Church Road – it was agreed not to replace the bollard and to ask open spaces contractor to fill in the hole.
24/008 EVENTS 
The Council were informed that Louise Walker and Stuart Harrison have resigned from the events committee. The Town Clerk was asked to write to than them for their work on this committee.

24/009   HUMAN RESOURCES

a. HR Sub Committee – No meeting have occurred since the last update from HR sub-committee.
b. Vacancies – Town Clerk, Community Centre Manager and Community Centre Cleaner – a separate meeting to be held regarding these vacancies and the possible ways forward.
24/010 WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE – 
a) Councillor express concerns that the Manager had left without notice.
b) Wesham Community Centre Meeting scheduled for 6th February 2024
24/011 OTHER 
a)  LALC membership – costs for 2024-5 will be £360.92 and it was proposed that the Council joins the association.
Proposed: Cllr D Nowell    Seconded: Cllr L Nulty      All other attendees in favour
b)  Website – it was reported that the site is up to date
c)  Email be sent regarding Police activity in the area.
d) Cllr Bickerstaffe to amend News Letter then distribute electronically
There being no other business the meeting ended at 21:31hrs


DATE OF NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING:    20th February 2024
	Date
	Meeting

	30th Jan 2024 
	Finance Meeting ( 2nd Precept discussion)

	8th Feb 2024 
	WCC meeting & sift of applicants

	13th Feb 2024
	Town Clerk interviews

	20th Feb 2024
	WTC Monthly meeting

	19th Mar 2024
	WTC Monthly meeting



Jean Priestley 
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