
MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting held on Wednesday, 13th March 2024
at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre.
PRESENT:    Councillor E Bickerstaffe (chair)
Councillors: P Desmond, L Nulty & J Ledger
IN ATTENDANCE:  Angela Hunter (former Town Clerk)
 Jean Priestley (minute taker)
APOLOGIES:           Cllrs D Nowell 
CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS 
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town Council meetings.  
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members. 
Standard declarations of interest by councillors 
Cllr Bickerstaffe - an interest in items relating to Wesham CE School (Governor).
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank 
Cllr J Ledger – an interest in planning (Fylde BC committee member)
24/024  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  for the meeting held 20th February 2024
 Proposed:  Cllr Nulty     Seconded: Cllr Jordan   
All other attendees in favour 
24/025  MATTERS ARISING – any item not covered by agenda or action list
24/026 RESIGNATION & CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS – 
a) Resignation - Cllr Rowley had sent a letter of resignation which was read to the Councillors. 
Action:  Jean Priestley was asked to send a letter of thanks on behalf on the Council.
b) Co-opting Councillors – it was agreed to place an advert in the Kirkham & Wesham Advertiser and on Facebook.
24/027  POLICING ISSUES
a) Meeting with Police to be held 14/03/2024 – Cllr Nulty to attend main topic is security of Church & Community Centre.
b) Lack of response/action by Police is concerning to Councillors
24/028  PLANNING
This item has moved to the end of the meeting and Cllr Nulty left prior to discussion starting
22/0616 Mill Farm - Further information has been received regarding application. The information relates to :-
· traffic issues
· removal of established trees
· this type of development was not part of the original ethos of Mill Farm     Development 
· area original designated as car park.
Councillors discussed the level of disruption, traffic level and can it be handled throughout the day, possible economic effect on Wesham.
Action: Cllr Desmond to update the response to Fylde BC and circulate for comment prior to sending.
24/029  PLAYING FIELDS and OPEN SPACES
a) Tree planting by Fylde BC and local schools 15-03-2024 – Councillors had meet with the open spaces contractor regarding positioning of the whips.
Action: Cllr Bickerstaffe to contact Julie (Fylde BC) about areas to be planted
b) Dog Shelter - to note the shelter had been removed at a cost of £150.00.  Metal stumps left had been left in the ground creating a hazard.
Action: Cllr Bickerstaffe to contact contractor regarding removal of metal stumps.
c) Dog Walking Area, Doorstep Green
i. Planting of a line of trees up to dog walking area & replacement of dead trees could be planned for September/October 2024.
ii. Drainage of Dog Walking Area is required
d) Fleetwood Road Playing Fields – two troughs still awaited 
e) Community Centre
· Power washing of gutters and paved area - completed
· Bollard replacement & infill border down side of car park – no action
Action A Hunter to remind contractor.
f) New hanging baskets – contractor has stated some new basket will be required
24/030  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
a) War Memorial – work has been done and the lighting is working. Timer causing problem
b) Fleetwood Road Playing Fields - Replacement Barrier and repairs to brickwork
· Barrier still awaited from Arch Forge but it doesn’t require brickwork to be completed
· Pillars – require rebuilding
Action: Cllr Bickerstaffe to get quote for brickwork and circulate for approval
c) Flooding of Douglas Avenue – a previous meeting with representatives of Lancashire CC & Fylde BC advised that:
·  a sump was block. 
· The ditch is on the Estate and not Medlar with Wesham Council land.
·  The old wire fence is Medlar with Wesham Town Council boundary
· Council will give permission to agents etc to access ditch from Council land. 
· Allotment Holders to be asked not to dump rubbish into drainage ditch
Action: A Hunter to write to Allotment Holders asking them not to dump rubbish into drainage ditch and remove any rubbish they have previous dumped.
Action – J Priestley to check if Cllr Nowell’s letter has been sent to managing agents and then take any appropriate action.
24/031  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
a) Accounts payable and income received report – was noted 
b) Movement of funds – a transfer has been made to secure interest on funds
c) Accident and Incident Reporting - nothing to report
d) Community Centre Break- in – insurers are aware of potential claim.
Action: Cllr Nulty will take up issue of type of replacement at meeting 14/03/2024
24/032  EVENTS
Wesham Fun Day 2024 
· Councillors required to meet with Tina Townend, who is hoping to organise the event
· Council approved event but could not supply bar facilities
· A TEN from Fylde BC would be needed
· Council agreed there will be no charge for field but a contribution from income.
· Council cannot provide insurance cover for the event, 
Action: Cllr Bickerstaffe to arrange meeting with Tina Townend
24/033  HUMAN RESOURCES
a) Town Clerk – there have been 4 applicants. It was agreed to interview all on 26/03/202. Councillors to meet at 19:00. A Hunter asked to attend.
Action – J Priestley to send invitation to all applicants with interviews every 30 minutes from 7.30pm onwards. 
b) Community Centre Cleaner – it was agreed that Cllr Nulty, M Rawcliffe and J Priestley to meet with potential candidate about duties, hours and flexibility
Action: J Priestley to arrange meeting
24/034  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
a) Bar Events – Councillors reviewed the list of events and it was proposed the events be approved.
Proposed:  Cllr Nulty     Seconded: Cllr Desmond   
All other attendees in favour 
b) Boiler Installation – there is a temporary electrical fix and it was queried when this work would be completed work. Councillors expressed concerns that this might be an insurance issue.
Action: J Priestley to contact contractor and arrange for work to be completed
c) Wooden Panel above Kitchen Hatch – the panel fell off and was 
                    repaired by T Bickerstaffe. Council sent thanks to T Bickerstaffe.
The meeting closed at 22:24
Date of next Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council Meeting:    16th April 2024 
Jean Priestley
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